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ABSTRACT
Climate change presents an existential threat to Pacific Island Countries. Climate change affects a person’s vanua (social, economic, political, spiritual and physical including environmental space and their relationships) in different ways.  According to the people of Vatutavui, climate change has led to the destruction of their vanua, the drying of their watershed and the local extinction of natural resources – which is their main source of food, knowledge, cultural practices and knowledge for the maintenance of their vanua.  As climate change affects everyone, each person must have equal access to relevant information and resources to be able to use appropriate interventions to survive and thrive in their vanua.  The University of the South Pacific (USP) Participatory Action Research Group (PARG) aimed to address the drying of the Vatutavui community’s watershed.  The Vatutavui village’s watershed is drying due to the rising temperature and anthropogenic activities such as the slash and burn farming methods used by the villagers.  To address this issue, the USP PARG using the Solosolevaki
 and Participatory Action Research Approach and following the Community Engagement Protocol carried out Talanoa interviews, Veitalanoa focus group discussions, tree and mangrove planting with the Vatutavui community.  The PAR approach’s inclusive nature and its resemblance to Indigenous Fijians’ values of respect, reciprocity, collaboration and care provided space for bi-directional learning and sharing of power in the PARG.  The vanua o Vatutavui were involved in the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the PAR more so benefitted socially, environmentally and economically.  Finally, the value added of the PAR included the restoration of their environment, food and water sources, and maintenance of their indigenous knowledge and building of rapport and relationship with the University of the South Pacific and other government and tertiary institutions.  More so, their willingness to unlearn and re-learn their cultural ways of doing things contributed to the alleviation of epistemic justice.
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 Mr. Apolosa Robaigau is a Climate Change Post Graduate Scholar and Environmental Science Graduate.  His research interests are conservation, climate change adaptation and environment advocacy.  He is a Practitioner and a community liaison who works with communities – children and youth groups on natural resource management projects weaving indigenous and contemporary methods.
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