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ABSTRACT 
Collaborative, interdisciplinary approaches are vital to develop new methods in forensic science 

that are successful at both advancing knowledge in our field and providing law enforcement labs 

with practical and reliable techniques. This presentation is an overview of research in forensic 

anthropology that applies biochemical techniques, originated in biomedical research, to establish 

new methods for determining age at time of death, postmortem interval, and DNA profiling in 

different situations. This work is an important tool for forensic investigators in contexts where 

human remains are severely decomposed, such as in mass graves or mass disasters scenarios. 

This has the potential to increase learning and cooperation across many fields of science.  
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